
Well, we successfully pulled off the 79th Annual Meeting 
of AAST and Clinical Congress of Acute Care Surgery on 
a virtual platform. First, we owe a huge debt to the AAST 
team - Sharon Gautschy, Jermica Smith, Brea Sanders, Bridget 
Lindbloom, Miguel Guiterrez, Afia Jones and especially 
Rachel Sass - for organizing this and keeping us on track. The 
amount of work they put in before the meeting and for 10 
days during the meeting was amazing. We are lucky to have 
such a capable and dedicated team helping us. We also need 
to thank Program Chair Pat Reilly and the entire Program 
Committee for putting together an amazing program.  
For me personally, some of the highlights were:
• ��A scientific presentation from the day 1 plenary session
• ��Communications Committee’s “Trends, Updates, and 
Controversies in Acute Care Surgery” with a great panel 
and energetic discussions

• ��Presentations by our 3 scholarship recipients Galinos 
Barmparas, Ian Brown and Jennifer Leonard were 

incredible and confirmed we made great choices in 
supporting them

• ��Lunch Session from the Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion 
Committee: on “Achieving and Maintaining a Diverse 
Workforce: Lofty Goals and Strategic Plans are Not 
Enough!” and then followed the next day their official 
report have outlined for us the work we need to do to 
continue to grow and improve our organization

• ��Discussion led by Dr. Jurkovich on “Acute Care Surgery 
and ABS Certification: Opportunities and Challenges” 
including Clay Burlew and Jo Buyske from the ABS

• ��And as always, the Quickshot sessions were incredible

Fortunately, all this content has been archived and is 
available to those who registered. Since this is our first 
venture into this and it seems likely we all always have 
a virtual component going forward, your feedback on 
what you liked and what worked, as well as areas for 
improvement, will be extremely useful for us. 

Continued on page 6
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Secretary Treasurer’s 
Status Update 
– Kimberly A. Davis, M.D., M.B.A.

Thanks to all for a highly successful 79th virtual Annual 
Meeting.  I would like to offer congratulations to Sharon 
Gautschy and her staff for identifying a platform that ran 
so smoothly and allowing us to enjoy the scientific content that we have come 
to expect from the annual meeting!  As you know, the content has been archived 
and is available for viewing through December.  Please go back, watch what you 
missed and remember to request your CME hours.  

Our efforts to improve membership engagement as part of the strategic plan 
have resulted in 69 residents, fellows, and junior faculty inducted into the society 
as Associate Fellows.  Please join me in welcoming our youngest members 
to the Association – and encouraging them to become active and productive.  
The Associate Member Council is actively engaged and working hard under 
the leadership of Dr. Lisa Knowlton.  We also welcome 34 Active Fellows, six 
International Fellows and one Contributing Scientist to the fold.  

As you are aware, the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted much of what we 
do and how we do it as an organization.  Given the upheaval that we have all 
experienced, the Board of Managers voted to keep the leadership intact and 
unchanged for the next year.  Therefore, we remain in the capable hands of 
President Dr. David Spain and President-Elect, Dr. David Livingston, aka David2 
or “the Davids”. 

We build on the success of last year’s “Experience AAST” auction with a virtual 
auction this year.  The auction site will close on September.  Many wonderful 
items are being auctioned off, including two quilts from the amazing Dr. Eileen 
Bulger.  #Quiltgate2020 is alive and well, with fierce competition for the Sea Turtle 
quilt.  The auction will raise much needed financial support for the Research and 
Education Fund.  If you are looking for an opportunity for end-of- year charitable 
giving, don’t forget to donate to this vital Fund, which directly supports our junior 
faculty research scholarships and funds grants for medical students, residents, and 
in-training fellows to attend our meetings. The future of our profession is bright!  

As a reminder, it is not too soon to start working on abstracts and scholarship 
applications for the spring, and if you want to volunteer for a committee 
appointment, fill out the form on the AAST website and sent it to our wonderful 
Executive Director, Sharon Gautschy (sgautschy@aast.org).

I look forward to continuing to work with new Board of Managers and thank 
the membership or the Association for the honor of being elected your Secretary-
Treasurer.  I like many missed seeing you all in Hawaii but hope to see you in 
Atlanta in 2021!  Be safe and stay well!
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We are closing the books on the first (and 
hopefully last) all-virtual AAST Annual Meeting.  
More than 1500 participants took part in the 
sessions that spanned eleven days.  I can’t 
thank enough the presenters, discussants, and 
moderators  for all of the many sessions and posters throughout the 
meeting.  Everyone was generous with their time, understanding of 
technical challenges, and engaged virtually throughout the meeting.  
Feedback has been very positive so far.  Please remember that content 
remains available through the website for the remainder of the calendar 
year. Access it often!

The AAST staff that worked tirelessly to bring you this year’s virtual 
meeting are taking a day or two (but no more…lol) to unwind and 
debrief about the meeting.  Plans for the 80th Annual Meeting in 
Atlanta, September 29th – October 2nd, 2021 are already underway.  The 
success of the virtual meeting has raised a number of challenges and 
opportunities moving forward.  Attendance from many groups (e.g. 
international clinicians) was actually higher than normal.  We would 
love to continue those types of trends moving forward.  The AAST 
membership provides so much exceptional content that is critical for 
those caring for our patients.  We need to ensure that as many as possible 
can access it – both live and archived.  I am confident some element of a 
“virtual” meeting will be part of our future planning.  That being said, 
the networking and camaraderie that the in person meeting provides will 
never be replaced.
 
Feel free to reach out directly to me (reillyp@uphs.upenn.edu), any of the 
program committee members, or the AAST staff with your suggestions 
as we move forward.  This year more than most we value your feedback 
about the 2020 virtual meeting and what our future meetings might look 
like moving forward.   Finally, thank you again for all of the support 
each of you provide the organization.  YOU make the annual meeting 
a success each year, and I am confident the 2021 meeting will be no 
different.  Get working on those abstracts…the deadline will be here 
before you know it!  Really, really hope to see you all in person in Atlanta 
next September.

Memo from the Program 
Chair-Recorder
– Patrick Reilly, M.D. Grand Rounds take place approximately 

once a month. Grand Round sessions occur 
on Wednesdays from 4:00-5:00 PM CST. To 
view the most up-to-date schedule visit,  
www.aast.org/grand-rounds-webinars.

To receive CME for any Grand Rounds 
session, simply fill out the attendance sheet 
on the Grand Rounds webpage and return 
it to Rachel Sass, Education Manager, at 
rsass@aast.org.

2020 
Grand Rounds

Date: 	 November 18, 2020
Topic: �	� Standardized and Evidence-based 

Evaluation of Non-accidental 
Trauma: Being Consistent So We 
Don’t Miss It! 

Speaker:      Jonathan Groner, MD
Moderator:  Richard Falcone, MD

Date: 	 December 16, 2020
Topic: �	� Expert on the Hot Seat:  

Challenging Trauma Cases
Experts: 	 Roxie Albrecht, MD
Moderator: 	Oscar Guillamondegui, MD, MPH

All Grand Rounds offer 1 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit. 

Can’t make a live Grand Round?  
No worries – all Grand Rounds are archived and 
placed on the AAST website for viewing/CME. 

Other Meeting
The 5th World Coalition for Trauma Care will 
take place on February 14-18, 2021. Stay 
tuned for details regarding the conference 
schedule, registrations, etc.
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Our world remains in flux, now over six months into pandemic, economic, and societal 
uncertainty, yet we have demonstrated our resiliency by engaging in our state-of-the-art 
virtual Annual Meeting and contributing to our 2020 Research and Education Fund.

Thank you to our [101] AAST members, staff, and friends who have contributed in 2020 so far:

Research & Education Fund Sub-Committee Chair
REF Contributors Look to the Future
	 – John H. Armstrong, M.D.

Dr. Nikhilesh Agarwal
Dr. Suresh Agarwal
Dr. Tanya Anand
Dr. John Armstrong
Dr. Philip Barie

Dr. Robert Barraco
Dr. Andrew Bernard
Dr. James Betts
Dr. Tracy Bilski 

Dr. Maggie Brandt
Dr. Thomas Broadie 
Dr. Eileen Bulger

Dr. Clay Cothren Burlew
Dr. Rachel Callcut

Dr. Jeannette Capella
Dr. Damien Carter
Dr. William Cioffi
Dr. Raul Coimbra
Dr. Julia Coleman
Dr. Alison Combs
Dr. Todd Costantini
Dr. Michael Cripps
Dr. Martin Croce

Dr. Joseph Cuschieri
Dr. Omar Danner
Dr. Kimberly Davis
Dr. Daniel Dent

Dr. Jody DiGiacomo
Dr. Jay Doucet

Ms. Christine Eme
Dr. Thomas Esposito
Dr. Timothy Fabian
Dr. Mary Fallat

Dr. Stephen Flaherty

Dr. Adam Fox
Dr. Barbara Gaines
Dr. Fernando Garcia 
Ms. Sharon Gautschy
Dr. Galina Glinik
Dr. Laura Godat
Dr. Amy Goldberg
Dr. Wendy Greene
Dr. Kirby Gross

Dr. Jennifer Gurney
Dr. Brian Harbrecht
Dr. Sharon Henry
Dr. Michael Hirsh
Dr. Mark Hoofnagle
Dr. D’Andrea Joseph
Dr. Gregory Jurkovich
Dr. Dimitriy Karev

Dr. Christoph Kaufmann
Dr. Krista Kaups
Dr. Edward Kelly
Dr. Jeffrey Kerby

Dr. Donald Klotz, Jr.
Dr. Jeanne Lee
Dr. Jason Lees

Dr. Brian Leininger
Dr. David Livingston

Dr. Lawrence Lottenberg
Dr. Stefano Magnone
Dr. Ajai Malhotra
Dr. Michael Metzler

Dr. Christopher Michetti
Dr. Andrew Mikulaschek

Dr. Joseph Minei
Dr. Michael Moncure

Dr. Matthew Moorman
Dr. Chet Morrison
Dr. Richard Mullins

Dr. Pål Næss
Dr. Raminder Nirula
Dr. Timothy Novosel
Dr. Grant O’Keefe
Dr. Keith O’Malley
Dr. Frank Padberg, Jr.
Dr. Nancy Parks

Dr. Andrew Peitzman
Dr. Ruben Peralta
Dr. John Pickhardt
Dr. Timothy Pritts
Dr. A. Tyler Putnam
Dr. Patrick Reilly
Dr. Martin Robson
Dr. Michael Rotundo
Dr. Susan Rowell

Dr. Thomas Schroeppel
Dr. David Skarupa
Dr. David Spain
Dr. John Steele

Dr. Burke Thompson
Dr. Gregory Timberlake
Dr. Christine Toevs
Dr. Gail Tominaga

Dr. Christine Trankiem
Dr. Philbert Van
Dr. Wendy Wahl

Dr. Raymond Wederburn
Dr. Robert Winchell

Dr. Mihae Yu

Continued on next page
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The response to our Virtual “Experience AAST” Silent Auction was exuberant!  X number of bids were 
offered for the 17 items and 3 experiences, and $Y was raised!  Special thanks to these members and 
friends for making the auction possible with their gifts and helping all of us to have fun with giving:

R & E Fund commettee continued

• Dr. Karen Brasel
• Dr. Eileen Bulger
• Dr. Clay Cothren Burlew
• Dr. Kimberly Davis
• Dr. Marc de Moya

Give What You Can

Please look to the future of trauma care and give what you can in these challenging 
times.  We want to make sure that we can, through our REF, fund in 2021:

• ��3 early investigator research grants through the General Fund;
• �Up to 20 annual meeting scholarships for students, residents, and fellows with the 

20forTwenty Fund; and
• �3 annual meeting scholarships for a uniformed student, resident/fellow, and young 
surgeon from the Always Remember Fund.

Here are the three steps:   

1. Select your fund(s) above.    
2. Choose your timing.  
	 • �Now.  Why not?
	 • �Giving Tuesday, December 1, 2020, as a community of giving.
	 • �End-of-Year, with a particular emphasis on designating your contribution as a memorial or honorary gift, to 

remember or acknowledge someone who made a difference for you.  These memorials and honors will be 
listed on the AAST website.

3. Make your investment by
	 • �Texting WW to VV.
	 • �Going online at aast.org.
	 • �Phoning 1-800-789-4006.
	 • �Mailing or faxing the printed online form to 633 N. Saint Clair St, Suite 2600, Chicago, IL  60611 or 312-202-

5064, respectively.

Make a difference for the next generation of trauma surgeons by giving what you can to your AAST Research and 
Education Fund!

• Dr. Timothy Fabian
• Dr. Joseph Galante
• �Dr. David and  

Mrs. Debra Livington
• Dr. Ronald Stewart 

• AAST Associate Member Council
• Coast 2 Coast AV
• �Journal of Trauma and Acute  

Care Surgery
• Trauma Surgery and Acute Care Open

As of September 30, 
here is where we stand 
in 2020 contributions:

General Fund	
20forTwenty	
Always Remember	
Total
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Notes from the  
Executive Director
– Sharon Gautschy

We are coming into the end 
of 2020 and I know most of 
us are hoping 2021 starts off 
better than 2020 is ending.  

2020 was not all bleak for 
AAST.  The 79th Annual 
Meeting of AAST Virtually was held with 
over 1,500 attendees, 11 days of programming, 
along with an Emergency Surgery Course the 
weekend after the AAST meeting, which was 
considered a huge success!  While we missed 
meeting in person, and my staff missed seeing 
everyone, it was the best we could do during 
these uncertain times.  Thank you to all who 
attended and participated in the meeting.  We 
hope next year, we can be in person in Atlanta, 
September 28-October 1, 2021

Get ready for the first of the year!  2021 dues 
notices are going out in October, Research 
Scholarships for young investigators closes 
February 1 – be sure to mark the date and start 
working on your application and the 5th World 
Trauma Congress is scheduled for February 
14-18, 2021.  Be on the lookout for the final 5th 
WTC program!!

The AAST has some exciting new initiatives 
that will be unveiled during 2021 – the 
Associate Member Council is hard at work – 
watch social media and the AAST e-news for 
more information, A trauma tool app is under 
construction and we hope to launch it before 
the 80th Annual Meeting next September, and 
the ground rounds is being retooled with a 
new look.  Keep watching your e-news, AAST 
website and social media!

The abstract system for the 80th Annual Meeting 
of AAST opens January 1, 2021!

President’s Perspective — continued from page 1 

The Associate Member Council continues its growth and 
maturation. In August they picked their inaugural class of 
leadership.
• ��Chair: Lisa Knowlton, MD, MPH, assistant professor from Stanford
• ��Vice-Chair: Ryan Dumas, MD, assistant professor from UT 
Southwestern

• ��Treasurer: Matt Strickland, MD, assistant professor from University 
of Alberta

• ��Secretary: Linda Dultz, MD, assistant professor from UT 
Southwestern

• ��Communication/Social Media Councilor: Brittany Bankhead-
Kendall, MD, MS, assistant professor at Texas Tech

• ��Scholarship/Development Councilor: W. Jason Butler, MD, general 
surgeon at Camp Pendelton

• ��Research/Education Councilor: Jonathan Meizoso, MD, MSPH, 
acute care surgery fellow at University of Colorado/Denver Health

The group has already outlined a vision for the council and 
has developed a detailed action plan for 2021. Twelve associate 
members had podium presentation at the annual meeting and 
associate members Nicole Goulet (NYU) and Joe Forrester (Stanford) 
moderated a great lunch session for the associate members on “How 
to be Productive and Build Your Academic Career” with great 
advice and pearls from Linda Dultz, Tim Pritts and Clay Burlew.

One of the main benefits of our annual meeting is the networking 
and introductions of our fellows looking for their first jobs to friends 
and colleagues. While we will never be able to fully replace that, 
the AAST along with the EAST, SCCPDS and COT will be hosting 
a virtual job fair later this year. Thanks to Deb Stein, Clay Burlew, 
Eileen Bulger and Kim Davis for the idea and coordinating this 
along with the AAST staff. Details will be coming soon.

It has been an incredible honor to serve as the AAST President this 
past year and I’m deeply appreciative for the opportunity to serve 
another year. I hope that by next fall, we will be able to meet in 
person in Atlanta - but who knows what the future holds. In the 
meantime, please stay safe and take care of yourselves and your 
families, as well as your patients.

Finally, to quote the Grateful Dead “what a long strange trip it’s 
been” in 2020 - a global pandemic, widespread unrest over the 
deaths of George Floyd and Breonna Taylor, #MedBikini and loss of 
the Notorious RBG. 

All I can say people is vote November 3rd.

David
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Congratulations to all of the multi-institutional 
study investigators that presented data at the 
AAST annual meeting this year.  These studies 
continue to address clinically relevant topics that 
aim to advance the fields of Trauma, Emergency 
General Surgery and Surgical Critical Care. 

I would like to welcome Dr. Carrie Sims and 
Dr. Joseph DuBose as new Vice-Chairs of the 
MITC.  In the coming year, the MITC will 
introduce new educational offerings on how 
to develop and coordinate multi-institutional 
studies.  Additionally, with the help of several 
other AAST committees, we will be identifying 
research priorities across the spectrum of Acute 
Care Surgery.  Our goal is for this research agenda 
to guide future AAST multi-institutional studies, 
therefore, submissions that align with the research 
agenda will be given priority in the MITC.

Outcomes of Emergency General Surgery 
Patients Admitted During the COVID Era. Did 
hospital resource strain during the COVID-19 
pandemic alter the presentation and outcomes 
for Emergency General Surgery patients?  Are 
patients presenting later in their disease course 
due to fear of getting evaluated in the hospital 
during COVID-19?  I encourage you to participate 
in this interesting study that will evaluate the 
effect of COVID-19 on Emergency General 
Surgery practice pattern and patient outcomes.  

Reach out to Marc de 
Moya (mdemoya@
mcw.edu) to join this 
new study.

Timing of Cholecystectomy Following 
Cholecystostomy Drainage for Acute 
Cholecystitis.  We have officially launched our 
first study from the EGS Research Collaboration.  
This study will include investigators from 
multiple societies that provide Emergency 
General Surgery (EGS) care including AAST, 
EAST, SAGES, SSAT, and SIS. The aim of 
the study is to evaluate the current use of 
percutaneous cholecystostomy tubes for acute 
cholecystitis and evaluate the timing of interval 
cholecystectomy as well as perioperative 
complication rates.  Please help make sure that 
the AAST is well-represented in this research 
collaboration.  Contact Dante Yeh (dxy154@med.
miami.edu) and Todd Costantini (tcostantini@
health.ucsd.edu) to contribute to this study.

For more information on open multi-center 
studies, please visit the research page on the 
AAST website.  Don’t hesitate to contact MITC 
Chair, Dr. Todd Costantini (tcostantini@health.
ucsd.edu) or MITC Vice-Chairs, Dr. Carrie Sims 
(carrie.sims@osumc.edu)  and Dr. Joseph DuBose 
(jjd3c@yahoo.com) with any questions.

AAST MITC Committee Spotlight 
– Todd Costantini, MD, MITC Chair
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Communications Committee Spotlight 
– Lillian S. Kao, MD, Daily News Editor

Quick-thinking. Adaptable. Resilient. All qualities of the acute care surgeon 
that helped our fantastic AAST leadership team to pivot quickly and devise 
an outstanding virtual annual meeting. The membership responded in kind 
by engaging in the meeting through chats and the multiple social events. 
While we all missed the in-person networking (and the Hawaii weather), the 
meeting was a success in terms of disseminating research in the plenary, quickshot, and 
poster sessions; addressing timely and important topics through the lunchtime and add-on 
sessions; and connecting like-minded people during a time of physical and social isolation.

If you were unable to attend all of the meeting and are looking for a recap of the sessions, 
please check out the AAST daily newsletters (https://fliphtml5.com/bookcase/jbeia). 
On the newsletter bookshelf, you can find 8 daily meeting newsletters (September 8-11 
and 15-18). In keeping with being a learning entity, we learned more and more each day. 
For example, the virtual daily meeting newsletter was not confined by number of pages, 
allowing for insertion of pictures of slides and graphical representations of talks. Videos 
and visual abstracts could also be embedded into the newsletters. 
The newsletter would not have been possible without the multiple AAST members who 
volunteered their time to write-up the different sessions:
Dr. Dennis Kim
Dr. Charles Adams, Jr.
Dr. Adrian Maung
Dr. Julia Coleman
Dr. Jennifer Hartwell

Dr. Stephanie Bonne
Dr. Rondi Gelbard
Dr. Stephanie Savage
Dr. Mark Hoofnagle

or without the wonderful AAST staff (shout-

out in particular to Brea Sanders)! Please help 
us to make next year’s versions (hopefully to 
accompany a live meeting) even better! Let 
us know what you would like to see in next 
year’s daily meeting newsletter! How can we 
make the content more accessible? Interesting? 
Informative? Please email me with any 
suggestions: Lillian.S.Kao@uth.tmc.edu
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Virtual Annual Meeting Recap
The decision of the Board of Managers to move the 
79th Annual Meeting of AAST & Clinical Congress of 
Acute Care Surgery to a full virtual format was not easy; 
however, with hard work, appropriate planning, and 
flexibility from presenters/moderators/discussants, etc., 
the event was a huge success. 

Throughout the 11 days of the meeting, AAST saw an 
enormous amount of engagement from attendees and 
registration topped 1530! Students, in-training fellows, 
and residents were offered free registration. Due to the 
nature of the virtual format, AAST was able to provide 
lunch and add-on sessions (formally known as ‘pre-
sessions’) at no additional fee for participants.  

The entire meeting offered 62.25 AMA PRA Category 
1 Credits, and 18 Pediatric, 15 Critical Care, and 62.25 
Trauma Regulatory Mandate Credits. Five lunch sessions 
offered self-assessment. Registrants have until Tuesday, 
December 1st to claim their credits. To claim CME, go 
to the AAST website and login at the upper right-hand 
corner of the page using the email that you used to 
register for the meeting. Once logged in, you will see a 
blue banner at the top of the home page that will prompt 

you to claim CME. 

AAST offered the 
Emergency Surgery Course 
virtually, which took place 
on September 26th and 
27th. Due to the virtual 
format, the standard 30 
student cap that is normally 
placed for this in-person course was lifted and allowed 
for registration to reach 65 students. Registrants received 
an eSyllabus and 13 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits were 
offered. 

All archived content from the meeting is available for On 
Demand viewing in the online platform from the AAST 
website.  You can still ask questions on the platform 
to presenters, and presenters can respond to these 
questions. On Demand viewing will be available until the 
end of the year.  

If you missed the meeting and want to view the 
conference, you can still register for the meeting and 
receive instant access to the session. CME is available 
through December 1.

Trauma Critical Care Award  
Amount: $50,000 

Two Scholarships Available
 Deadline date of February 1, 2021AASTAAST

Emergency General Surgery
Award Amount: $50,000 

One Scholarship Available
 Deadline date of February 1, 2021

2O21 2O21 ScholarshipScholarship  
OpportunitiesOpportunities

79
th

 A
nn

ual Meeting

2020
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Gary Bass
Navin Bhatia
Marissa Boeck
Tasce Bongiovanni
James Byrne
John Chipko
Kathrine Kelley
Erica Lester
Hassan Mashbari
Amy Murphy
Alison Smith

William Butler
Kristen Carter
Kevin Harrell
Patricia Martinez Quinones
David Sigmon
Eric Walser
Tiffany Weidner
Steven Zimmerman

Residents

 In Training Fellow

Katherine Albutt
Yasmin Ali
Jeremy Anderson
Rachel Appelbaum
Zane Ashman
Anthony Bacon
Daniel Bailey
Joanelle Bailey
Rikat Baroody
Milad Behbahaninia
Jason Brill
Margo Carlin
Christine Castater
Sabrinah Christie
Brant Clatterbuck
Elaine Cleveland
Ben Cragun
Laura Crankshaw
Michael Derickson
Erik DeSoucy
Rushabh Dev

Geoffrey Douglas
Andrew Drahos
Thomas Easterday
Brent Emigh
Drew Farmer
Michael Farrell
John Fletcher
Katie Francis
Benjamin Franklin
Brian Gamble
Joelle Getrajdman
Devin Gillaspie
Christopher Gonza-
lez
Reyna Gonzalez
Christopher Graham
John Griepentrog
Areg Grigorian
Jordan Guice
Jack He
Melissa Hornor

Dih-Dih Huang
Kevin Huang
Christina Jacovides
Gary Jain
Sayuri Jinadasa
Michael Jones
Abby Josef
Lindsey July
Lindsey Karavites
Steven Kaspick
Woon Cho Kim
Nathan Klingensmith
Ariel Knight
Matt Kohan
Lindsay Kranker
Kevin Kuruvilla
Priti Lalchandani
Michael Lallemand
Robert Laskowski
Amanda Lee
Christine Leeper
Jeremy Levin
Jonathan Liebig
Adil Lokhandwala

John Lyons
Ashley Madon
Amelia Maiga
Jason McCartt
Jayne McCauley
Matthew McHale
Roxanne McMillian
Jonathan Meizoso
Lisa Merriman
Rebecca Mitchell
Samuel Molica
Chad Morrison
Krislynn Mueck
Rudy Murillo
Cristina Novak
Timothy Park
Joshua Pearl
Thuy Pham
Christian Pothering
Sydney Radding
Eric Raschke
Jennifer Reid
Owen Richardson
Kaitlin Ritter

Rodrigo Rodriguez 
Grazioso
Daniel Roubik
Craig Sadler
Jarrett Santorelli
Dane Scantling
Lauren Schmidt
Morgan Sellers
Rahul Sharma
Jennifer Silvas
Joshua Smith
Kristin Sonderman
Audrey Spencer
Collin Stewart
Emily Switzer
Kenneth Tanyl
William Terzian
David Trisler
Lauren VanSant
Rachel Warner
Cordelie Witt
Richard Wittmeyer
Olga Zayko

ACS FELLOWS

Maria Alfaro-Maguy-
on
Tanya Anand
Geoffrey Anderson
Lisa Angotti
Charles Butt
Rachel Caiafa
Chanak Chantachote
Jaclyn Clark
Brian Coates
Alan Coleman
Ryan Duma
Carmen Flores
Jared Folwell
Amy Gore
Jennifer Grant
David Hampton
Melike Harfouche
Charles Harris
Joseph Herrold

Melissa Hoffman
Remealle How
John Hwabejire
Lacey Lagrone
Ryan Landis
Simone Langness
Richard Lewis
Jordan Lilenstein
Catherine Lindsay
Alexander Malloy
Katherine McKenzie
Kyle Mock
Patrick Murphy
Michael Nabozny
Matthew Painter
Caroline Park
Brandon Radow
Tanya Rinderknecht
Erik Roedel
Mark Ryan

Naveen Sangji
Alexander Schwed
Stephanie Scott
Lara Senekjian
Mohammad Shaikh
Victoria Sharp
Fariha Sheikh
Jeffrey Skubic
Matt Strickland
Madhu Subramanian
Nicole Toscano
John Woods

Jr. Faculty



Matthew Bradley, MD
Tejal Sudhirkumar Brahmbhatt, 
MD
Miriam Kelley Bullard, MD
Eric M. Campion, MD
Salomone Di Saverio, MD
Angela S. Earley, MD
Brian Gavitt, MD
Galina A. Glinik, MD
Matthew Hannon, MD
John W. Hovorka, MD
Parker Hu, MD
Natasha Keric, MD
Lucy Zumwinkle Kornblitth, MD
Matthew E. Kutcher, MD, MS
Amy Mei Yee Kwok, MD
Benjamin Levi, MD
Amy Liepert, MD

Bindi Naik-Mathuria, MD, MPH
Susan Faye McLean, MD
Billy Roy Morgan, MD
Sean A. Nix, DO
Kartik Prabhakaran, MD
Rishi Rattan, MD
Caroline Reinke, MD
Jaswin Sawhney, MD
Brian Schmidt, MD
Gregory Semon, DO
Jefrey Wilson Shupp, MD
Chadwick Parrish Smith, MD
Lawrence Sue, MD
Marcel Tafen, MD
Leah Carey Tatebe, MD
Stephen Varga, MD
Thomas Wertin, MD
Jason Bryan Young, MD

Agron Dogjani, MD
Subodh Kumar, MBBS
Onyedika Godfrey Okoye, MBBS
Sushma Sagar, MBBS
Matti Tolonen, MD

AAST Fellows International Fellows

	

Adel Elkbuli, MD, MPH

Contributing Scientist

WELCOME         NEW MEMBERSAAAAAAA T

jo in  today
jo in  today
jo in  today
jo in  today

20
20

t h e  a m e r i c a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  s u r g e r y  o f  t r a u m a

Membership 
Cr iteria
m e m b e r s h i p  i n  t h e  A A S T  i s  b a s e d  o n  d e m o n s t r at i o n  o f  s u s ta i n e d 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  A c u t e  C a r e  S u r g e r y  w h i c h  i n c lu d e s  T r a u m a  ,  
S u r g i c a l  C r i t i c a l  C a r e ,  a n d  E m e r g e n c y  G e n e r a l  S u r g e r y.

Surgeons who are fellows of the American College of Surgeons (or 
equivalent organization for International members) with clinical practice 
in Acute Care Surgery or any of its components are welcome to apply for 
membership as AAST fellows. 

• Surgical residents, fellows and junior faculty within 5 years of 
achieving FACS may apply as Associate members. 

• Other physicians, advanced practice providers, nurses and other 
allied health professionals may apply for membership as AAST 
Contributing Scientists.

Applications are accepted ONLINE only. Deadline for membership appli-
cation is May 1.

Incomplete applications will not be considered

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  v i s i t : 
http://www.aast.org/Membership/Criteria.aspx
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79th Annual
Meeting Awards

Canizaro Award
Trauma Bay Virtual Reality – 

A Game Changer for ATLS Instruction and 
Assessment

Alexander Colonna, MD,MSCI
University of Utah

Critical Care Award
Rectal Delivery of Oxygen Microbubbles 

Augments Systemic Oxygenation in Porcine Model 
of Smoke Inhalation-induced Acute Respiratory 

Distress Syndrome

Keely Buesing, MD
University of Nebraska Medical Center

Associate Member Oral and 
Paper Award 

Sydney Radding, MD
University of Maryland, 

Shock Trauma Center

International Paper Award

Eri Uemura, MD, 
Nagasaki University Hospital Acute & 

Critical Care Center 

A Pseudo-dilemma:  Are We Over-diagnosing and 
Over-Treating Traumatic Splenic Intraparenchymal 

Pseudoaneurysms?

The Expression of Repulsive Guidance Molecule A 
(RGMA) After Traumatic Brain Injury: The Time-
Course Gene Expression Changes in the Murine-

Controlled Cortical Impact Model



Christina Zhang, MD
SUNY Downstate

Dara Horn, MD
University of Washington

Resident Awards 
Third Place

Michael DeWane, MD
Yale University

Will Trauma Systems Work For EGS?  Quantifying 
Geographic Proximity Between Lower and Higher 
Performing Emergency General Surgery Hospitals

Resident Awards 
First Place

Extrathoracic Polytrauma Dysregulates 
Neutrophil Function and Exacerbates 

Pneumonia-Induced Lung Injury

Resident Awards 
Second Place

Prolonged Metabolic Alterations Characterize 
Persistent Inflammation



Were you unable to attend the 79th Annual Were you unable to attend the 79th Annual 
Meeting of AAST & Clinical Congress of Acute Meeting of AAST & Clinical Congress of Acute 

Care Surgery? We’ve got you covered! Care Surgery? We’ve got you covered! 

AAST has opened up registration for viewing of the archived AAST has opened up registration for viewing of the archived 
meeting content (includes all general sessions, lunch sessions, meeting content (includes all general sessions, lunch sessions, 
add-on sessions, ePosters, etc). Even better, CME/Regulatory add-on sessions, ePosters, etc). Even better, CME/Regulatory 

Mandate credits will be available for the archived content Mandate credits will be available for the archived content 
until December 1st! until December 1st! 

Visit the link  or scan the code below to registerVisit the link  or scan the code below to register

https://www.compusystems.com/servlet/ar?evt_uid=405https://www.compusystems.com/servlet/ar?evt_uid=405

Register to view archived content Register to view archived content 
from the 79th annual meeting of AASTfrom the 79th annual meeting of AAST

Register to view archived content Register to view archived content 
from the 79th annual meeting of AASTfrom the 79th annual meeting of AAST

Were you unable to attend the 79th Annual 
Meeting of AAST & Clinical Congress of Acute 

Care Surgery? We’ve got you covered! 

AAST has opened up registration for viewing of the archived 
meeting content (includes all general sessions, lunch sessions, 
add-on sessions, ePosters, etc). Even better, CME/Regulatory 

Mandate credits will be available for the archived content 
until December 1st! 

Visit the link  or scan the code below to registerVisit the link  or scan the code below to register

https://www.compusystems.com/servlet/ar?evt_uid=405
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AAST - Advancing Trauma and Acute Care Surgery through Compassion,  Discovery, and Dedication.

NewsAAAAAAA T

THE 5TH WTC ABSTRACT 
SYSTEM IS NOW OPEN!
This year, the WTC meeting will be fully virtual!
The dates of the meeting will be February 14-18, 2021

The abstract system will be open 
from Tuesday, June 30th through 
Wednesday, September 16th

More information regarding 
registration to come!

To access the abstract site visit:
www.xcdsystem.com/aast/abstract/index.cfm?ID=U73Y7Fq

atlanta2021
2021

80TH ANNUAL MEETING

AAA T

save the date
sept. 29 - oct. 2

2021

80TH ANNUAL MEETING

AAA T
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American Association for the Surgery of Trauma (AAST) 
633 N. Saint Clair St. #2600 • Chicago, IL 60611
Toll Free: 800-789-4006  •  Fax: 312-202-5064 
Email: aast@aast.org  Website: www.aast.org

AAST CONTACT INFO

SHARON GAUTSCHY - EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Phone: 312-202-5252    

Email: sgautschy@aast.org
Staff Liaison for:

Ad Hoc Journals Oversight Committee 
Ad Hoc Palliative Care Committee 

Ad Hoc Healthcare Economics Committee 
Nominating Committee 
Executive Committee

RACHEL SASS - EDUCATION MANAGER
Phone: 312-202-5792    Email: rsass@aast.org

Email: educationmanager@aast.org (EDU)
Staff Liaison for: 

Program Committee 
Critical Care Committee 

Disaster Committee 
Education Development Committee 

Trauma Guidelines Repository Work Group with ACS-COT 
Inclusion, Diversity, Equity Committee 

Ad Hoc Committee 
Emergency Surgery Course Steering Committee

BRIDGET McLAUGHLIN LINDBLOOM - ACS COMMITTEE 
LIASON

Phone: 800-789-4006   Email: blindbloom@aast.org
Staff Liaison for: 

Acute Care Surgery Committee 
ACS Program Directors Committee

ERIN LILLIS - DESIGN COORDINATOR
Email: elillis@facs.org

JERMICA M. SMITH - SENIOR MANAGER,  
OPERATIONS and MEMBER SERVICES

Phone: 312-202-5553    
Email: jsmith@aast.org

Staff Liaison for:
Membership Committee 

Scholarship, Awards and Development Committee 
Geriatric Trauma/ACS Committee 

Multi-Institutional Trials Committee 

BREA SANDERS - MEMBER SERVICES 
ASSOCIATE ADMINISTRATOR, ASSOCIATE MEMBER 

COUNCIL
Phone: 312-202-5554     

Email: breasanders@aast.org
Staff Liaison for: 

Associate Member Council
Communications and Social Media Committee 

International Relations Committee
Patient Assessment Committee

R & E Fund Sub Committee 
Manages all AAST Associate Social Media Accounts

AFIA JONES - MEMBER SERVICES 
and COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR

Phone: 312-202-5750
Email: ajones@aast.org

Staff Liaison for:
Pediatric Trauma Surgery Committee

Prevention Committee
Military Liaison Committee

Manages all of AAST’s Social Media


