
Penetrating 
Abdominal 

Trauma

Hemodynamically 
Unstable?

Peritonitis?
Evisceration?

Laparotomy

UPMC-PUH
Trauma Service

Evaluation for penetrating 
abdominal trauma

LA
8/5/11

GSW or stab 
wound?

No

GSW Stab wound

Local wound 
exploration: 

anterior fascial 
penetration?

Laparoscopy: 
peritoneal 

penetration?

Laparotomy

YesYes

Suspected 
tangential 
trajectory?

Laparotomy

No

Yes

Intra-abd injury
confirmed

Conservative 
management

Neg
No

Conservative 
management

No

Yes

Serial abd 
exams or
CT scan


	Page-1�

